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Based on Psalm 126
from Grant Us Your Peace: Prayers on the Lectionary Psalms
by David Grant

BIRTHDAYS

1 Kathy Lawrence
3 Alvin Mullins
3 Parveen Yusufji
7 Rusty Taylor
8 Diane Banke

12 Annelle Maxwell
17 Tye Bryant
18 Carol Dobbs
18 Kaif Nevrekar
19 Don Fleming
25 Kathy Banke
30 Dinah Bingham
31 Jackie Hill
31 Sheryl Etheridge

ANNIVERSARIES

We extend the congratulations of the congregation
to Grover and Angie Tharp, who will be celebrating
their wedding anniversary on May 17.

USHERS FOR MAY

Buddy Ashmore
Henry Brock
Ray Morgan
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MESSAGES TO OUR MEMBERS

Hi, everybody! Last night [03/23], around 9:19pm,
my great-granddaughter, Brianna Haley Rohr, was
born to Ivey and Jason! She was 8 lbs. 7 oz., 20" long.
Ivey had to have an emergency "C" section, but she
and baby are fine. Baby is adorable! Cathy Morris

Dear Janice,
A note to say thanks for mailing The Crossroads

each month. I am enclosing my gift to help defray the
cost. I always look forward to the news at
Philadelphia and my many friends there. 

God Bless, Sam Collier

I have made reservations to fly into Atlanta 8-14
May. I hope to see you at church on Mother’s Day
morning. Fran Johnston

~~~~~~~
We all look forward to seeing you then. And mark

your calendar for the PW Brunch at 10:30am on
Saturday, May 12. It would be a wonderful time to
fellowship with a group of women from PPC, plus
their friends and relatives. Hope to see you there! JBL

The results are finally in – and the physical exam,
blood work, sonogram and mammogram all confirm
“normal/negative/benign findings; no evidence of
breast cancer” ! For all your cards, calls and other
expressions of concern, and especially for your
prayers during this extended period, I wish to express
my deepest gratitude. I truly cannot imagine how
people without such a loving “ family”  get through
difficult times. I thank God for each and every one of
you. Janice B. Lockhart

We wanted to send out a note of thanks to each of
you to express our appreciation for your gracious
generosity and show of support for Securus House, a
shelter for children and mothers affected by family
violence.

Our organization provides emergency shelter,

24-hour crisis line, and counseling services for both
children and mothers that are devastated from the
results of family violence. We have support groups,
legal advocacy, community education and outreach
programs along with numerous other services. We
provide a safe environment for new beginnings.

During the upcoming year as charitable
contributions are being made, we hope that you
continue to keep Securus House in mind. Also, the
paper goods that were donated were very much
needed and appreciated.

We wish to thank each of you at Philadelphia
Presbyterian Church again for your support and
commitment, and hope we can continue to count on
you in the future.

Thanks again! Gaye Griffieth, Volunteer/Donation
Coordinator and Patricia Altemus, Executive Director

Dear Philadelphia Friends,
Thanks so much for all the cards, and especially

your thoughts and prayers, during my recent illness.
I’m continuing to improve and get better every day.
I’m no longer on oxygen, and it is good to breathe
again on my own. I’m sure if it were not for all of
your prayers, your concern and your cards I would not
have gotten better so soon.

I hope to be able to go to Richmond, VA for my
grandson’s wedding April 21. Then to Pinehurst, NC
for several weeks’  stay with my son and his wife.

I love my Philadelphia Family and miss you all
very much. God is good all the time.

Sincerely, Alice James

Friends,
Your recent donation was most appreciated.

Thanks so much for remaining a faithful supporter of
Calvary Refuge Center and its programs. We really
appreciate your generosity.

God be with you. Please keep Calvary in your
thoughts and prayers.

The answer is...Jesus, Tawana Tarno, Executive
Director

Dear Friends of Philadelphia Presbyterian Church,
With grateful hearts, we want to thank you for 
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your love and support during this very difficult time
for our family since the fire destroyed our home. We
are humbled and overwhelmed that so many people
have been so kind to us.

Please continue to pray for us, as we ask God to
bless each and every person who has been so kind and
generous to our family.

Sincerest thanks, Mike & Kim Wilson & Sons

Dear Philadelphia Family,
Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and

phone calls following my recent surgery. Your love
and concern are always very much appreciated.

Special thanks also to my Secret Pal for the
beautiful basket of plants. Included in the basket was
a purple-vein prayer plant. Arnold and I enjoy
watching and also listening to the subtle sound of my
prayer plants folding up their leaves in prayer each
evening. How did you know it was one of my
favorites?

Thanks again to each of you. Lynn Vandiver

[Info received through FPHS alumni e-mail]
Earnest Earls, father of Gary (’64), Larry (’68) and

Harry (’69), passed away after a long illness.
We are also in the process of getting ready to take

our daughter Kathy to Houston for experimental
open-heart surgery. Thoughts and prayers would be
appreciated. She had her first open-heart 28 years ago
this month (at age 4 months), and the 4th procedure
they did 25 years ago at Mayo Clinic is now failing.
The doctors in Houston developed this new
procedure, so that is where we need to go. We made
two trips out there in March for evaluation and testing
and are now waiting on a date for the surgery.

We are still local, at 6499 Sinclair Place, Morrow,
GA 30260. Becky (Allwine ’65) Earls
[Also, Gary’s e-mail address is beegee@abraxis.com.]

Hello Everyone,
I hope all of you are doing well. Here on our end,

I’ve been told that the time has come to tell all of you
a bit of what’s going on in our lives. For some time
now, Anand & I have been thinking about what our
next step should be. Educational/cultural/social

opportunities for our three children (Asher 5¾ years,
Zara 2½ years, and Kaif 11½ months) have been
taking up a lot of our energies and worries. Living
where we do, we have realized that we are very
limited in what we can consider for them. Aside from
that, Anand & I have also come to feel that we are not
able to achieve a number of our financial goals being
here.

To that end, Anand has accepted a job offer in
India. He will be leaving May 18 to join SpiceJet
airlines, which will base him in New Delhi. This job
is actually a three-year contract which can be renewed
indefinitely and will actually pay him more than he is
earning here in the U.S. Combined with the expatriate
tax advantages and lower cost of living in India, this
opportunity is too tempting to pass up.

We have put our house on the market and are
staying with my parents. With our transfer-of-
residence allowance, we have already shipped our
belongings, which we expect to arrive in July or
August. After Anand leaves, I will follow with the
kids in early June. My departure is being delayed so
that Asher can finish the school year and receive his
renewed passport.

Anand, myself, Zara & Kaif were in New Delhi in
March to check out the job, housing situation, and
schools, and so feel really good about what we’ re
doing. We have registered Asher at the British School
which is affiliated with the British High Commission
and is based on the British educational system. He
will start in August. We have decided to live in an
up-and-coming suburb of New Delhi (Gurgaon,
Haryana) and will be no more than 15 minutes from
the airport. Once we’ re settled, we would love to
welcome any and all at Casa Nevrekar!

We will be back for visits, as my parents and
brother are here in Georgia and more than likely will
continue to be here. I will return at the end of October
for my 20th high school reunion and plan on being
here for about 10 days at that time. We haven’ t
decided if the kids will come back with me or not.

In any event, we will always be available via
e-mail & cell phone. Right now, my cell # is 678-463-
6892, Anand’s is 678-463-6891, and my parent’s
home # is 770-471-1569. Once we have made the
move, we will inform you as to our contact
information at that time.

In closing, thank you for being part of our lives 
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while here in Jonesboro, and please continue to do so
while we transition to India.

Take care, Zareen, Anand, Asher, Zara & Kaif
Nevrekar
(Check us out on the web: www.nevreyusuf.com.) 

A QUARTER OF THE
YEAR HAS PASSED!

Have you contributed your
quarter’s worth to the church?

IN GOD WE TRUST

Concern spread throughout the Christian
community that the newly minted Presidential Coins
would not include this beloved phrase. On the
contrary, the coins are carved with edge lettering
bearing the date, Mint mark, the religious reference
IN GOD WE TRUST and the national motto
E PLURIBUS UNUM (“From many, one.” ).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S 
BIRTHDAY AND MOTHER’S DAY

CELEBRATION

Ladies of all ages, mark
your calendars and plan to join
us for a double celebration on
Saturday, May 12 at 10:30am.
We will be honoring mothers
and celebrating the birthday of
Presbyterian Women with a
brunch in the fellowship hall.

So bring your favorite
brunch-type food (frui t,

muffins, breakfast casseroles, etc.). Drinks will be
provided, and there will be birthday cake for dessert.

Come alone; adopt a mother or daughter; bring
your own mother, daughter or granddaughter, your
mother-in-law or just a friend. But don’ t miss what
will prove to be a most lovely time together!

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, August 4

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Tomato Sandwich Par ty
at First Baptist of Morrow

Fellowship Hall

Come and support the work of 
The Good Shepherd Clinic!

We are delighted to
announce the marriage
April 21 of Mallory Pierce and
Chris Banke.

The wedding ceremony
took place here in our
beautiful church, where the
couple and numerous family
members are very active
members. A  recepti on

followed at Clayton State College and University in
the Harry S. Downs Center for Continuing Education,
overlooking the lake.

We congratulate the couple and wish them a
lifetime of happiness together.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 3

Pray for continued prayerful response to this vital,
historic day in America, asking God to call forth
millions of intercessors to lift up our nation in
heartfelt prayer. Pray for a spirit of repentance and a
passion for righteousness to move in our country.

GRADUATION CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Sunday, May 20

We want to congratulate all those who have
completed degree requirements and to celebrate these
important milestones. If you or any of your family
members are graduating, please notify the church
office (404-366-1851).
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Dear Pastor Spencer,
We just want to thank you for the generous gift of

$600 from Philadelphia Presbyterian Church [sent at
the end of 2006]. As usual, it came in time! Please
give our regards to the church.

How are you, Pastor Spencer, and your wife? We
are well. Busy! Our new apartment is beautiful! I
continue to work as a nurse (it helps us to pay for
extra debts of renovation).

Our Bible study is thriving, and God is blessing
us. We are hoping and praying for it to become a
Messianic church (much needed in this area). Looking
forward to a camp, and will take unbelievers to it.
Pray for us. Blessings, Luda & Randall Ford

~~~~~~~
January 25, 2007

Hello, dear sponsor Philadelphia Presbyterian Church,
How are you all doing? I hope you are all very

well. This is Fernanda, your sponsored child, writing
you again with much joy and love. My family and I
are all in good health and happy.

Sponsor, I had such a great Christmas time with
my family. We had a barbecue and were all very
happy to be celebrating it with health and happy. We
had a fun New Year evening as well.

Sponsor, I did very well at school last year and
passed on then. I am in 6th grade this year. My sister
Celia failed, and my youngest sister passed on and is
attending 3rd grade now.

Sponsor, my mom is still doing the treatment for
her disease. We are happy now, because there is only
2 sessions left.

Sponsor, how was your holiday season? Sponsor,
I had such a great vacation time. I visited my uncles
and aunts, I went to the country where my
grandparents live and also played a lot with my
cousins, Rodrigo, Thais and my little cousin. Rodrigo
and I are 11 years old.

Thank you so much for the beautiful card you sent
me. I loved it.

Sponsors, I close now and send you my warm
hugs and kisses. God be with you all.

Letter written by your sponsored child. I love you
all and will never forget you. I love you. Keep up

being such great persons. 
Fernanda Ferreira Garcia Vaz
~~~~~~~

Thank you to all who donated eye glasses for
Missions. The total was 60 pair of clear and 17 pair of
sun glasses. These donations will be sent to an eye
clinic in the mission fields, and many people will be
blessed by your generosity.

Barbara Barlow, Worldwide Missions
~~~~~~~

April 2007
Dear friends,

Thank you for your prayers! You are making a
difference!

Spring is just around the corner. We started
celebrating already via “Messiah in the Passover”
demonstrations at many churches. Passover week
starts right now – on Monday night, April 3. We will
join Jewish family members for the traditional
“Seder”  and also sponsor an outreach Seder on
April 9, inviting the public. Please pray for us.

On March 4, we hosted our second outreach
concert. The occasion was Purim – the Feast of
Esther. Randall sang several songs from his new
recording Through the Storm. During the concert, we
were able to offer a full children’s program, thanks to
a short-term missions team visiting New York. Thank
you, Cedarville University!

A new seminary program begins this summer.
Talbot Seminary is working with Chosen People
Ministries to offer a Master of Divinity in Messianic
Jewish Studies. A graduate degree would fulfill a
dream for Randall, who finished 60 course hours
during ten years of study at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. Most of the seminary courses will
eventually be taught in New York, but the first
semester begins at the Talbot Seminary campus this
summer in California. Randall can still do some
accounting work using the computer and internet, but
will reduce his hours and income at least for the
summer.

Would you consider an extra gift to help us during
this period of reduced income? We want you to know
that all donations to Chosen People Ministries are
handled with the greatest care and integrity.
Membership in the Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability (ECFA) confirms our mission’s
commitment to the highest standards. Luda and I are



6 THE CROSSROADS MAY 2007

proud to be associated with a wonderful organization
like Chosen People Ministries, with a history of more
than 100 years.

Thank you so much for your prayers, support and
friendship. Yours in Him, Randall & Luda Ford

The Third Annual Jobs
Fair for the constituents of the
13th Congressional District is
being held on Friday, May 11
from 10:00am to 4:00pm at
the Georgia International
Conventi on Center i n
College Park.

Nearly 200 companies
have agreed to participate. [For a listing of some of
the participating employers, see the flyer on the
bulletin board.] These firms represent a diverse group
of major corporations, small businesses, and
government agencies offering a rich variety of job
opportunities. For additional info, visit or call
Representative David Scott’s District Office (on Main
Street in Jonesboro; 770-210-5073).

PUP UPDATE

The Peace, Unity & Purity (PUP) Report presented at
the last General Assembly appeared to make a way for
Presbyteries to ordain those who were qualified in
every way according to the Book of Order BUT did
not qualify under the standards of G-6.0106-b, which
says ministers are to “ live either in fidelity within the
covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or
chastity in singleness.”  If someone did not qualify
under that clause and the Presbytery thought they were
competent in every other way, they had the choice to
ordain a practicing homosexual or lesbian, which
many took to mean that each Presbytery had a “ local
option”  concerning the matter of ordination. The PUP
Report made its way to the Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta, and a task force was formed to study the
matter and report back to the Presbytery with a
recommendation. They did so at the February meeting
and basically said that such matters should not be
decided by a committee of the Presbytery but that if an
exception arose, it will be referred to the Presbytery

for it to make such an important decision. It is evident
that they were not looking to “bypass”  the ordination
standards but in light of the PUP Report they had to
let the Presbytery make such an important decision.
My understanding would be that such a “bypass”
would require a 2/3 vote of the Presbytery. If such an
example does come up, I do not believe it will pass in
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. If you wish to meet
for a “sack luncheon” after church sometime and
further discuss their action, contact an Elder. And as
always, pray for our denomination. Spencer R. Frye

EXCELSIOR
Marion Williams, Director
Ann Manuel, Accompanist

presents

CHORAL 
SHOW-STOPPERS!

May 10, 2007 – 7:30 P.M.
Stockbridge Presbyterian Church

4740 N. Henry Blvd. – Stockbridge
Rev. Tracey Davenport, Pastor

David Dillard – Host

May 11, 2007 – 7:30 P.M.
Jones Memorial United Methodist Church

5320 Phillips Drive – Morrow
Rev. Candy Thacker, Pastor

Celebrating the Spirit, Folk Songs and Broadway

Complimentary Admission
You are cordially invited to attend!

NOTE: Any fine singers are invited to sing with us
next Fall. I am tentatively planning to present
Messiah – with full orchestra. Not 100% sure on
that one. But Excelsior always welcomes new singers.

Marion Williams
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~~~~~~~
SYMPATHY – We extend our love and deepest
Christian sympathy to the Lockharts at the death of
their neighbor, Pauline Hadley.

~~~~~~~
FINANCIAL FIGURES – Income for March was
$15,007.42; expenses were $17,099.98 – creating a
deficit of $2,092.56. YTD income through March was
$43,539.10; expenses were $45,936.98 – creating a
deficit of $2,397.88 for the first quarter of 2007.

~~~~~~~
LETTER OF TRANSFER – Carl & Betty Dorman to
First Presbyterian Church of Clayton, AL.

~~~~~~~
E-MAIL UPDATES:
Anand Nevrekar: jetmanb737@hotmail.com
Zareen Nevrekar: jogolden2000@hotmai l .com &

znevrekar@india.com
~~~~~~~

DIRECTORY UPDATE:
Jamal Yusufji, 2218 Whispering Cove, Decatur, GA
30033-2055; Phone: 404-315-9258.

~~~~~~~
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – Although
$500 was pledged, the PPC family contributed a total
of $715, which will help support ministries of justice,
compassion and hope through three programs:
Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, and Self-Development of People.

~~~~~~~
EASTER IS NOT OVER! For the church, Easter is a
season measured from the Day of Resurrection
(April 8, 2007) through the Day of Pentecost (on
May 27 this year – remember to wear red in honor of
that day).

~~~~~~~
GOOD SHEPHERD CLINIC – From September 17,
2001 through December 31, 2006, the Clinic has been
open 478 days/nights and has treated 5,976 patients:

Caucasians 42.6%
Afro/American 46.4%
Hispanic 6.9%
All Others 4.1%

� � � � � � �
GOOD NEWS TO SHARE

Keep up those prayers!
They really do make a difference.

• Lynn Vandiver’s parathyroid surgery had an
immediate effect on her calcium level. Her main
concern the next day was getting home and getting
some sleep.

• Lyle Hopkins, Pam Langley’s teenage godson, is
doing fine and so far is cancer-free.

• The wound on Herbert Etheridge’s leg is beginning
to show noticeable improvement.

• Ed Huie’s foot appears to be somewhat better, so we
hear.

• Linda Smith’s most recent scans, which she had
been dreading, all came back normal.

• While Linda Moats, Doris Ellis’  daughter, was away
on business for several days, husband Douglas
Moats, who has been undergoing intensive
shoulder/arm therapy, was able to care for both
himself and his mother.

• Although still weak, Gayla Patterson is now able to
be up and about, following bouts with pneumonia,
and bladder and kidney infections.

• Bert Tatzel’s niece, Kathy Pfaff, who has been
learning how to use her nondominant hand/arm
following injuries sustained in a head-on collision,
has completed rehab.

• Christine Jefferson’s 6-month-old granddaughter,
Nevaeh Devine Robinson, is at home now, no longer
hospitalized.

• Frank Warlick was able to attend church just two
days after gall bladder surgery.

• Mary Ann Warlick’s surgery for stage 2 melanoma
on her neck required no skin grafts.

• Dora Mae Bolduc, the friend of the Nelsons/the
Morgans, is doing excellent after the surgery to
remove her recurring brain tumor – even better than
after the first surgery.

• Although she had three types of cancer, Lois
Howard is now driving herself to church, to visit
family, wherever she wants to go, according to
Wallace Dunn.

• It was wonderful to have Alvin Mullins over his bout
with acute bronchitis and pneumonia, and back
worshiping with us.

� � � � � � �
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Please notify us concerning updates. Inquiring minds – and prayerful hearts – want to know!
(Based on April bulletins. New info in bold.)

The Lockhar ts and the family of Pauline Hadley
Amy Atkinson (friend of the Fryes - cancer)
Sophia Bannis (co-worker of Angela Lyle - surgery for breast cancer)
Melanie Barnes (wife of Keith at Berean - multiple sclerosis)
Jamie Brady (Joyce Smith’s niece - extensive brain tumor ; denied in exper imental

program)
Willie Bush (friend of Demester Dunaway - pancreatic cancer; chemo; has passed out &

fallen on several occasions)
Betty Carter (Helen Randolph Carter’s mother-in-law - pneumonia & kidney infection)
Randy Cary (friend of the Fryes - deployed to Iraq)
Douglas Chapman (Serena Staats’  father - bone marrow transplant; Suite 201, Hope

Lodge, 1552 Shoup Cour t, Decatur , GA 30033)
Eddie & Mellissa Crownover (friends of the Fryes - Eddie is a Marine Cobra pilot in Iraq)

Ami Davis (Bob & Rebecca Huie’s granddaughter - uterine cancer; D& C; hysterectomy recommended)
Gail Downing (Judy Baird’s sister - pulmonary fibrosis; blood/med infusions)
Eugene Dunn (Nella Ree Dunn’s son - hospitalized with complications from knee replacement surgery: pneumonia, high blood

pressure, and so for th)
Aiden Hardy (infant son of Jennifer Rohrbach’s friend - needs off ventilator soon)
Ed Henry (Beth Moore’s father - Alzheimer’s progressively worse)
Pat Henry (Beth Moore’s mother - kidney problems, but dialysis postponed)
Elizabeth Hollandsworth (friend of Judy Baird - inoperable liver cancer)
Cindy Hopkins (Pam Langley’s close fr iend - incurable lung cancer ; undergoing treatment)
Betsy Jones (Cathy Morris’  sister - valve replacements/quadruple bypass postponed)
Bill Jones (Cathy Morris’  brother-in-law - Alzheimer’s progressively worse)
Rita Marballi (Anand Nevrekar’s sister - ovarian cancer)
Annelle Maxwell (surgery for breast cancer; ongoing treatment)
Carolyn Melton (cousin/godchild of Tye Bryant - hear t stopped; hospitalized under  heavy sedation; must reduce blood pressure

before medical tests can begin)
Mother of Fernanda Ferreira Garcia Vaz (“radiotherapy”  for breast cancer)
Lucius Power (the Fryes’  friend with 2 little boys - inoperable brain cancer)
Donna Randolph (Pat Randolph’s daughter-in-law - neck surgery to relieve pain/lower  blood pressure; complete loss of sight again)
Nevaeh Devine Robinson (6-month-old granddaughter  of Chr istine Jefferson - requires a feeding tube in spite of previous

corrective surgery)
Kim Seibert (Mary Jordan’s 45-year-old niece with 2 young sons - brain/lung/bone cancer)
R.A. “Buck”  Shaw (surgery for cancer; 196 Little John Street, Alexander City, AL 35010)
Linda Smith (Joyce Smith’s sister - incurable small cell cancer; in remission now)
Anita Swanson (Parveen Yusufji’s close friend’s daughter - breast cancer; radiation treatments)
Ed Swiedler (father of Andrea Ellis - lung & brain cancer)
Coylene Tatzel (Ber t Tatzel’s daughter -in-law - lost job due to dr inking problem)
Arlene Tolleson (friend of Nella Ree Dunn - colon cancer)
Jerry Tomasello (former mayor of Forest Park - pulmonary fibrosis progressively worse)
Montine Tomasello (breast cancer attached to bone; mobile; spirits very good)
Harold Westbrook (liver cancer; chemo/radiation; P.O. Box 1324, Villa Rica, GA 30180)
Mollie Whitehead (Linda Harvey Shepherd’s niece - aftereffects from coma)
Bryan Wilmoth (fr iend of Pat Randolph - surgery for  liver  cancer)
Darrell Youngblood (surgery for colon cancer; chemo)
Our Shut-Ins:

Joan Cushing (6184 San Juan Street, Forest Park, GA 30297)
Martin Ebbesen (Jonesboro Assisted Living, Room 116, 2620 Hwy. 138 SE, Jonesboro, GA 30236)
Ed Huie (injured foot; 6114 Huie Drive, P.O. Box 3, Morrow, GA 30260; Phone: 770-961-6092)
Belle Lawrence (1210 Lochshyre Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30043; Phone: 678-376-9807)
JoAnn Tatzel (Lafayette Nursing Home, Room 404, 110 Brandywine Blvd., Fayetteville, GA 30214)
Grover Tharp (275 N. Victoria Court, Ellenwood, GA 30294; Phone: 770-981-5732)


